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men and animals, though Mr. Westermann was not able to
hear of any creation myths. This great God is good ; He is
the source of happiness and prosperity to mankind. When a
man dies in old age, it is said that he has gone to " God's
village " ; that " God has fetched him," or that " God has
come to meet him." Yet God is too great, too good, and too
far away to need to be appeased by offerings of food and drink ;
and though most of the public sacrifices and prayers are now
addressed to Him, Mr. Westermann is inclined to see in this
custom another effect of Moslem influence.
Mr. Westermann has a good deal to tell us about totemism
and taboo among the Kpelle;   but he confessedly uses the
words totem and totemism in a loose sense to cover all super-
stitious relations into which a person may enter with animals,
plants, and other natural phenomena ;  and many of the facts
which he classes under this head do not fall within the ordinary
definitions of totemism.   In this connexion it is well to bear in
mind the caution which M. Delafosse, one of our best authorities
on the natives of West Africa, has given as to the danger of
regarding as totemic all the numerous and complex systems of
taboo which prevail in this part of the continent from Sierra
Leone to Angola.    These systems no doubt present certain
analogies to totemism, but at the same time they differ from it
in so many points that they ought not to be classed as totemic
without qualification.   Mr. Westermann distinguishes animal
totems and plant totems.    Animal totems, he tells us, are
inherited by sons from their fathers and by daughters from
their mothers.   This distinction of inheritance according to sex
is most unusual; elsewhere, in the great majority of cases, all
the children of a family inherit their totem either from their
father or from their mother.   A man may not eat the flesh
of his totem animal, and he respects the whole species.   These
are normal rules of totemism.   Among the totemic animals are
leopards, elephants, wild pigs, chimpanzees, porcupines, tor-
toises, water-snakes,  dogs,  and several sorts of antelopes;
among the totemic plants are banana trees, oil palms, raphia
palms, and manioc.   But what Mr. Westermann calls totem
plants appear to be, as indeed he himself remarks, rather life-
trees than totems.   The plant to which an individual, whether
man or woman, is intimately related is always one particular